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Letter	from	the	Editor	
Brothers and Sisters,  
 
We are quickly heading into the summer months with planning and 
marketing for the Millions for Prisoners’ March at full speed. The 
March’s main Facebook page has over 4,300 members circulating 
march details and updates throughout their individual and collective 
communities. I’m proud to say that every person I speak to is 
informed of the upcoming historic event, and I wear a flyer on my 
back for the march at every demonstration I attend. I look forward to 
seeing as many of you as I can in D.C. April 19th and I’ll also stand 
tall for those of you who are unable to attend. I know that your hearts 
and energy will fuel us as we march for you. Black August is only a 
few months away.  
This issue of NoShackles begins with a Statement of Support for 
Black August from People of Color Commission of the Socialist 
Party USA. Supporters of the march are encouraged to participate in 
Black August, a period that commemorates the prison rebellion at San 
Quentin on August 21, 1971. It’s important for us to think about the 
way we treat people in the criminal justice system. If we allow 
ourselves to degrade the humanity of a group for any reason than the 
humanity of everyone is diminished. Our humanity is intertwined, an 
example of this is illustrated later in this issue where a white student 
explains the consequences of white privilege.   
I want to thank the readers for sending in your submissions. I received 
a batch last night and was able to include a few in this issue, but rest 
assure that the rest will be published in later issues. Reading your 
poems, stories, letters and artwork breath renewed life into me. Know 
that there is so much life in each in every one of you and we need it, 
we need to read it in your stories, see it in your artwork and even hear 
it in your music. Don’t stop creating, your work is a true blessing. 
  
In solidarity,  
Amani Sawari (@SawariMi) 
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Statement in Support of Black August 
By	madt89	|	chisocialistparty.org	
February	23,	2017	
	

	
This	Statement	was	written	by	the	People	of	Color	Commission	of	the	Socialist	Party	USA	
2/22/2017	
	
The	People	of	Color	Commission	of	the	Socialist	Party	USA	believes	that	now	is	the	time	to	be	
very	clear	and	intentional	about	our	stance	on	mass	incarceration,	detentions	and	deportations	
in	this	country.	We	know	that	the	commodification	of	human	beings	by	the	prison-industrial	
complex	is	one	of	the	ways	capitalism	manifests	in	state	violence.	As	people	who	are	dedicated	
to	ending	all	forms	of	state	violence,	the	People	of	Color	Commission	stands	in	support	of	the	
work	of	all	of	the	coalitions	around	the	country	who	are	engaging	in	the	necessary	work	of	
prison	abolition	and	agitating	for	the	removal	of	the	slavery	clause	in	the	Thirteenth	
Amendment	of	the	Constitution.		
	
We	understand	that	removing	this	clause	is	the	only	way	to	truly	outlaw	the	enslavement	of	
people,	who	are	disproportionately	poor	people	of	color,	in	this	country.	Our	Commission	
supports	the	actions	planned	across	the	nation	for	Black	August,	and	we	add	our	voices	to	the	
call	to	destroy	the	prison-industrial	complex	in	the	United	States	and	to	end	US	imperialism	
outside	of	our	borders.	Black	August	was	begun	to	honor	the	lives	and	sacrifices	of	the	San	
Quentin	Six:	George	Jackson,	Jonathan	Jackson,	Khatari	Gaulden,	William	Christmas,	James	
McClain,	and	Ruchell	Magee,	the	only	member	of	the	San	Quentin	Six	to	survive	the	San	
Quentin	Uprising	in	August	of	1971.	After	the	rebellion,	brothers	held	in	lockdown	honored	the	
fallen	comrades.	These	brothers	wore	black	armbands,	studied	revolutionary	works,	fasted,	and	
abstained	from	radio,	television,	alcohol,	drugs	and	the	prison	canteen	for	the	month	of	August.	
They	focused	on	physical	training,	political	education,	self-sacrifice,	and	other	forms	of	
resistance.		
	
Today,	Black	August	is	a	time	for	Black	people	to	reflect	on	the	history	of	resistance	throughout	
the	African	Diaspora,	and	to	engage	in	moving	the	work	forward.	It	is	a	remembrance	of	
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freedom	fighters	and	is	worthwhile	for	anyone	engaged	in	the	work	of	Black	liberation	to	study.	
For	Black	August	2017,	coalitions	around	the	United	States	will	be	engaging	in	various	forms	of	
political	education	and	actions	designed	to	mobilize	around	the	removal	of	the	slavery	clause	
from	the	Thirteenth	Amendment,	and	will	be	intensifying	the	demand	for	prison	abolition	in	
this	country.	The	People	of	Color	Commission	is	representative	of	the	people	most	harmed	by	
the	prison-industrial	complex	in	all	of	its	functions.	
	
The	People	of	Color	Commission	of	the	Socialist	Party	USA	stands	in	support	of	the	work	that	is	
being	planned	and	done	to	end	the	mass	incarceration,	detention	and	deportation	of	our	
people.	We	call	on	socialists	in	our	Party	and	elsewhere	to	learn	about	Black	August	and	to	get	
involved	with	the	activities	planned	for	August	2017	wherever	and	however	possible.	This	is	a	
historic	opportunity	to	unite	with	the	coalitions	involved	in	the	New	Abolitionist	Movement,	
and	the	People	of	Color	Commission	believes	that	this	work	is	in	keeping	with	our	Party’s	
principles.	
	
If	comrades	wish	to	have	additional	information	about	the	planned	marches	and	about	Black	
August,	they	can	follow	Millions	for	Prisoners	Facebook	page,	Jail	House	Lawyers	Speak,	
Malcolm	X	Grassroots	Movement,	Critical	Resistance’s	information	on	Black	August,	
and	http://www.iamweubuntu.com.	
Forward	in	struggle,	
The	People	of	Color	Commission	of	the	Socialist	Party	USA	
	
	
	

We Must Rethink the Way We Treat ALL 
Criminals (not just non-violent ones) 
By	The	Race	Card	|	http://www.afropunk.com/m/blogpost	
April	20,	2017	
	
Happy	420!	Today,	you've	probably	already	seen	a	few	people	celebrating	or	reveling	in	some	
form	of	criminality.	You	might	see	them	pointing	out	the	ridiculous	nature	of	marijuana	
criminalization,	and	how	it	makes	no	sense	that	a	drug	that	is	on	nearly	all	accounts	less	
harmful	than	alcohol	is	still	illegal	throughout	most	of	the	country.	You	might	even	see	them	
draw	attention	to	the	racialized	nature	of	such	criminalization,	using	statistics	like	Black	
offenders	are	three	times	more	likely	to	be	arrested	for	weed-related	crimes	than	white	
offenders,	yet	they	participate	at	similar	rates.	
	
You	might	hear	these	people	say	and	do	these	things	on	days	that	aren't	weed	holidays,	too	
(though	weed	holidays	do	bring	out	the	best	in	folks)–when	criticizing	mass	incarceration	or	
discussing	the	need	to	reform	the	criminal	justice	system,	for	example.	These	are,	gratefully,	
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becoming	hotter	topics	among	The	Left	with	each	passing	day.	We	know	that	the	system	is	
broken,	that	prisons	are	overflowing	and	there	is	a	pipeline	to	them	directly	from	the	school	
system.	We	know	that	the	treatment	and	imprisonment	of	political	prisoners	is	unjust,	and	we	
know	that	there	is	an	urgent	need	for	things	to	change	on	a	structural	level.	
	
But	many	of	us	don't	know	how	our	own	inability	to	defend	criminals	and	prisoners	outside	of	
those	who	are	"nonviolent"	and	"political"	only	encourages	everything	to	stay	the	same.		
	
By	Hari	Ziyad*,	AFROPUNK	Writer	
	
In	general,	we	have	a	tendency	to	center	our	activism	on	those	who	are	easiest	for	those	in	
power	to	empathize	with.	The	reasons	for	this	are	simple:	If	those	pulling	strings	(read:	wealthy,	
white,	cisgender,	heterosexual,	able-bodied	men)	could	only	see	themselves	in	those	who	are	
being	harmed,	then	they	might	be	more	likely	to	alleviate	suffering.	This	was	the	strategy	
around	choosing	an	old	white	woman	who	did	not	bring	sexual	deviance	to	mind	as	the	plaintiff	
when	taking	on	the	anti-queer	Defense	Against	Marriage	Act.	This	was	also	the	strategy	that	led	
Civil	Rights	leaders	to	overlook	and	refuse	to	support	Claudette	Colvin,	a	dark-skinned	teenage	
mother	who	made	the	same	political	act	of	resistance	as	Rosa	Parks	only	months	prior.	
	
When	it	comes	to	activism	around	prisons	and	criminal	justice	particularly,	this	tendency	is	
perhaps	the	most	evident.	We	emphasize	the	terrible	punishments	handed	down	for	"non-
violent"	crimes,	juxtaposed	against	the	benignity	of	things	like	weed,	perhaps	even	reminding	
those	supporting	these	draconian	criminal	laws	that	they	or	someone	they	love	has	partaken	in	
what	is	being	criminalized.	We	make	political	prisoners	a	special	kind	of	symbol	for	the	brutality	
of	the	state,	as	if	all	prisoners	don't	experience	the	state's	brutality	for	political	reasons.	And	we	
pat	ourselves	on	the	back	when,	for	instance,	marijuana	legalization	slowly	but	steadily	makes	
its	way	from	the	coasts	of	the	country	into	the	center.	
	
But	the	fact	is	the	criminal	justice	system	is	oppressive	across	the	board,	and	reinforces	
racialized	abuse	from	the	most	violent	offenders	to	the	least.	If	we	rely	on	bartering	those	who	
are	most	ignored	for	the	sake	of	those	who	are	more	relatable,	someone	will	always	be	
required	to	be	ignored.	
	
This	is	why	gay	marriage	is	here,	but	Black	queer	folks	still	experience	HIV	at	epidemic	
rates,	Black	trans	women	are	still	being	murdered,	and	white	cis	gay	male	establishments	are	
invested	in	becoming	a	part	of	the	system	by	keeping	their	distance	from	the	margins	of	the	
LGBTQIA	community.	This	is	why	buses	may	not	be	segregated,	but	neighborhoods	and	schools	
are	increasingly	so,	and	dark-skinned	teenage	mothers	still	have	few	allies	outside	of	
themselves.	And	this	will	be	why	marijuana	legalization	won't	address	the	disparities	in	
racialized	imprisonment,	even	for	marijuana-related	crimes,	but	it	will	make	a	lot	more	white	
people	rich.	
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Arguing	on	behalf	of	the	least	socially	relatable	is	always	a	difficult	task.	It	requires	we	unlearn	
our	own	investments	in	how	the	state	punishes	what	it	deems	criminal,	knowing	that	it	will	
always	deem	the	Blackest	and	queerest	criminal.	It	demands	that	we	look	at	justice	and	
violence	in	different	ways–ways	that	do	not	reify	violence	and	forego	justice.	That	we	don't	
cheer	for	the	state	raising	its	whip	to	punish	anyone,	even	those	who	might	deserve	castigation,	
because	this	type	of	whip	will	always	require	another	slave	when	it's	through	with	the	one	tied	
to	the	post	before	it.	
	
Most	of	all,	it	requires	moving	beyond	an	investment	in	empathy	and	incremental	progress	as	
our	saving	graces,	as	those	who	are	most	ignored	should	never	have	to	"wait	their	turn,"	
especially	when	we	know	a	turn	never	comes	for	certain	criminalized	bodies.	And	those	in	
prisons,	particularly	those	who	are	queer,	disabled	and	Black–even	and	especially	prisons	for	
the	most	violent	criminals–are	the	most	ignored.	If	we	are	serious	about	an	intersectional	
approach	that	is	about	liberating	the	margins	of	the	margins,	we	should	do	better	not	to	forget	
this.	
	
Even–or	especially–while	celebrating	420.	
	
*Hari	Ziyad	is	a	New	York	based	storyteller	and	writer	for	AFROPUNK.	They	are	also	the	editor-
in-chief	of	RaceBaitR,	deputy	editor	of	Black	Youth	Project,	and	assistant	editor	of	Vinyl	Poetry	&	
Prose.	You	can	follow	them	on	Twitter	@hariziyad.	

 
 

This student explains white privilege 
after a black sophomore caused a 
campus lockdown for carry 
By	Harry	Shukman	|	thetab.com	
February	25,	2017	
	
A	student’s	status	has	gone	viral	
explaining	white	privilege	after	a	
black	student	caused	a	campus	
lockdown	for	bringing	a	glue	gun	
to	school	for	a	class	project.	
Jenny	Lundt,	a	sophomore	at	
Colgate,	wrote	about	how	she	
was	able	to	regularly	carry	a	
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sword	around	school	without	attracting	police	attention,	while	a	black	student	had	police	dogs	
track	him	down	for	holding	art	equipment.	
“That	is	the	reality	of	the	institutionalized	racism	in	the	United	States,”	she	wrote.	“If	you	think	
for	even	a	second	this	wasn’t	profiling,	ask	yourself	why	this	sword	is	still	in	my	room	and	has	
not	ONCE	made	anyone	uncomfortable.”	
We	spoke	to	her	about	what	happened.	
	
How	did	this	start?	
I’m	sitting	in	my	dorm	with	three	other	people	
and	all	of	a	sudden	everyone	gets	a	text	saying	
“Due	to	the	dangerous	situation	in	the	Coop,	
you	are	advised	not	to	leave	your	rooms.”	We	
were	thinking:	“What	dangerous	things	
happen	at	Colgate?”	Nothing	happens	here.	
Then	we	get	an	emergency	text,	and	an	email	
and	a	call.	We	thought:	“What	the	hell	is	going	
on?”	All	of	a	sudden	everyone	was	on	their	
phone,	texting	on	GroupMe	asking	what’s	
going	on.	Someone	said:	“I	have	a	friend	who	
works	for	the	EMT	and	there’s	an	armed	
person	in	the	Coop.”	Everyone	was	freaking	
out.	I	can’t	remember	how	long	it	was	till	we	
got	an	email	from	Colgate	saying	“Active	
shooter,	there	is	an	armed	person	on	
campus.”	The	library	went	on	lockdown,	my	
roommate	had	to	hide	in	the	closet	for	five	
hours	in	an	academic	building.	There	was	
panic	and	rumors	were	flying	like	crazy.	One	
person	said	they	heard	two	shots	fired.	
Another	said	there	were	two	shooters.	One	
said	it	was	a	suicide:	someone	ran	down	the	
hill	and	killed	themselves.	
Turns	out	it	was	a	guy	running	in	the	rain.	He	had	to	go	to	from	his	car	to	the	school	building,	a	
30	second	walk.	It	was	raining	so	much	he	took	off	his	shirt	to	keep	dry,	and	he	was	holding	a	
glue	gun	for	an	art	project.	That	set	off	the	campus	lockdown	for	nearly	four	hours.	
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What’s	the	link	with	your	sword?	
I	had	this	sword	throughout	my	freshman	
year,	from	a	friend.	Every	time	we	would	
have	a	dorm	party,	we	would	get	the	sword	
out	and	run	around	with	it.	Nobody	ever	
saw	that	sword	and	said:	“Hey	Jenny,	that	
looks	dangerous.”	Nobody	has	called	the	
cops	or	looked	at	me	with	fear	in	their	eyes.	
But	it’s	a	legit	weapon.	Even	when	a	white	
woman	has	a	weapon	in	her	hands,	I’m	not	a	
threat.	Because	of	my	race,	I’m	not	expected	
to	harm	anyone.	
This	student	was	doing	a	project	for	school	
with	a	glue	gun.	He’s	here	to	go	to	school.	I	
had	the	choice	to	have	the	sword.	He’s	just	
trying	to	be	a	student	and	he	was	profiled.	
The	thing	is,	he	didn’t	even	know	he	was	the	
person	in	question.	He	gets	all	the	texts	
about	an	active	shooter	like	everyone	else.	
He	runs	
up	to	his	
car	and	

goes	back	down	the	hill	to	a	friend’s.	He’s	sitting	there	and	
doesn’t	realize	until	police	dogs	come	and	find	him,	with	
the	glue	gun	plugged	in.	
	
What’s	your	take	on	this?	
White	people	need	to	step	up	their	game	and	talk	about	
their	privilege.	This	is	such	a	white	school	where	racial	
profiling	happens	every	day,	it’s	a	very	racist	place.	This	is	a	
call	on	white	people	to	acknowledge	your	privilege	then	do	
something	about	it.	You	have	to	call	it	out	where	you	see	it.	
White	people	need	to	be	better	and	do	more	and	stop	
taking	up	so	much	space.	
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Reader Submissions  
	

	
	



9	

	

	



10	

	



11	

	

	



12	

	

	



13	

	



14	

	



15	

	

	



16	

	

Millions for Prisoners March 
 
Updates	
Here	is	a	current	list	of	local	representation	for	the	millions	for	prisoners’	march	stretching	
across	all	ends	of	the	country	from	Washington	State	down	to	California	and	over	to	Florida.		
	

• Lancaster,	CA	
• Los	Angeles,	CA	
• Riverside,	CA	
• San	Diego,	CA	
• Santa	Barbra,	CA	
• Palmdale,	CA	
• Tampa	Bay,	FL	
• Savannah,	GA	
• Baton	Rouge,	LA	
• New	Orleans,	LA	
• Omaha,	NE	

• Central	New	Jersey	
• Raleigh,	NC	
• Lancaster,	PA	
• Northampton,	PA	
• Mid-Point	South	Carolina		
• Houston,	TX	
• Fredericksburg,	VA	
• Richmond,	VA	
• Seattle,	WA	
• Spokane,	WA	
• Washington	D.C

	
	
	
Mission	Statement		
WE	SEEK	TO	UNITE	ACTIVISTS,	ADVOCATES,	PRISONERS,	EX-PRISONERS,	THEIR	FAMILY	AND	
FRIENDS,	AS	WELL	AS	ALL	OTHERS	COMMITTED	TO	THE	FIGHT	TO	DRASTICALLY	REDUCE	OR	
ELIMINATE	PRISONS	AND	THE	PRISON	SYSTEM,	AND	REPLACE	THEM	WITH	MORE	HUMANE	AND	
EFFECTIVE	SYSTEMS.	OUR	AIM	IS	TO	EXPOSE	THE	PRISON	INDUSTRIAL	COMPLEX	FOR	THE	HUMAN	
RIGHTS	VIOLATION	THAT	IT	TRULY	IS.	WE	WANT	
TO	CHALLENGE	THE	IDEA	THAT	CAGING	AND	
CONTROLLING	PEOPLE	KEEPS	COMMUNITIES	
SAFE.	WE	BELIEVE	THAT	FOR	TOO	LONG	OUR	
NATION	HAS	RELIED	UPON	INCARCERATION	AS	
A	WAY	TO	SOLVE	BROADER	SOCIAL	PROBLEMS,	
TO	ITS	DETRIMENT.	IN	AUGUST	OF	2017,	WE	
WILL	MARCH	ON	WASHINGTON	TO	BRING	
WORLD	ATTENTION	TO	THE	CONTINUED	
SLAVERY	AND	INVOLUNTARY	SERVTITUDE	IN	
AMERICA,	ENABLED	BY	THE	13TH	AMENDMENT	
AND	TO	HIGHLIGHT	THE	EVER	INCREASING	
MOVEMENT	AGAINST	THE	PRISON	INDUSTRIAL	
COMPLEX.		
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Getting Involved  
The	Millions	for	Prisoners	March	is	a	grassroots	movement	dependent	on	community	
investment	and	local	organizing.	We	urge	readers	to	personally	take	up	this	human	rights	cause	
by	getting	involved	in	a	variety	of	ways	including	creating	flyers,	making	videos,	sharing	
hashtags	such	as	#Abolishthe13th	or	#EndPrisonSlavery,	as	well	as	sharing	Millions	for	Prisoners	
Facebook	pages	in	order	to	raise	awareness	through	social	media.	These	are	some	small	steps	
individuals	can	take	to	inform	their	community.	We	also	encourage	participants	to	spread	their	
impact	by	organizing	their	community	to	mobilize	to	Washington	D.C.	For	those	who	are	unable	
to	travel	to	D.C.	we	are	ask	that	communities	host	solidarity	demonstrations	on	the	August	
19th.	This	is	a	grassroots	movement	so	we	are	truly	relying	on	the	people	to	make	this	happen.	
Below	is	information	on	how	to	form	a	local	organizing	committee.		
	
Local	Organizing	Committee	(LOC)	
The	Local	organizing	committees	shall	be	comprised	of	various	individuals	and	organizations	
situated	in	local	communities	throughout	the	country.	The	LOCs	will	provide	direct	interaction	
with	members	of	its	local	community	as	it	relates	to	the	promotion,	organization	and	
mobilization	for	the	Millions	for	Prisoners	Human	Rights	March.	The	LOC	will	engage	members	
of	the	local	community,	and	provide	education	on	the	impacts	of	the	13th	amendment	of	the	
U.S	constitutions	and	other	laws	that	contribute	to	mass	incarceration	in	their	communities.		
	
Requirements:		

1. Minimum	of	3	participants	to	form	a	LOC-	
1	member	being	the	Local	Representative		

2. All	participants	must	be	in	agreement	to	
raise	awareness	and	push	the	Millions	for	
Prisoner	Human	Rights	March	agenda.	
Participants	are	responsible	for	connecting	
with	organizations	and	recruiting	new	
members	
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Submission Info: In	addition	to	publishing	content	raising	awareness	about	the	march	and	
providing	updates	on	demonstration	progress,	the	No	Shackles	Newsletter	also	accepts	work	from	
prisoners	in	the	form	of	articles,	art	and	poetry.	This	March	is	about	you	and	some	of	our	most	
meaningful	contributions	come	from	the	inside.	We	also	accept	submissions	from	friends	and	family	
members	of	prisoners.	For	readers	interested	in	submitting	their	work:	typed	and	printed	can	be	sent	to	
the	return	address	or	emailed	to	<millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com>;	carbon	copy:	
<amanisawari@gmail.com>	Submissions	should	be	marked	Attn:	No	Shackles	Newsletter	
Facebook:	Millions	for	Prisoners	March	on	Washington	

 
iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
P.O. Box 58201 
Raleigh NC 27658 
 
 


